Parua Bay School
“Together Navigating our Learning”

Newsletter – 29th May 2018

Term 2, Week 5

Kia ora koutou whanau
We are nearly half way through term 2 and winter has definitely arrived with a chill. With the onset of
more cold and wet weather for the next few months it is vitally important to maximise your child(ren)’s
chances of being healthy: by ensuring sufficient warm clothes are worn, by ensuring that a spare set of
clothes is brought into school daily for emergencies, by ensuring that they are kept at home when sick, by
promoting hygienic habits such as washing hands, blowing noses and coughing into inner arms. All these
hygiene habits will also have an impact on the health of the whole environment.
Speaking about medical matters, the nurses in New Zealand are fighting hard for their financial rights in
terms of pay rises and better conditions, and I fully support them in this pursuit. However, we must not
forget the teachers’ rights for better pay and conditions also. Teachers do work extremely hard - much
of their work is unseen by the public: meetings after and before school, planning units of work, professional
development, meetings with parents, social workers, health professionals and Ministry of Education
representatives and marking books at home. It is an incredibly draining day working with up to 30 children
in your classroom, all with different needs. Teachers’ wages have stagnated over the past decade and with
the increasing pressures loaded onto them, this has meant a huge decline in the number of teachers in the
profession. It is time to recognise the worth of teachers in New Zealand by insisting that their pay and
conditions are improved commensurate with their professional status. Please support our teachers at Parua
Bay School by allowing them to attend the meeting on Thursday 21 June at 1.00 p.m. - this will mean making
arrangements to pick up your child(ren) by 12.30 p.m. on that day. A letter will be sent out to all parents
next week giving more details.
Over the next few weeks there are many opportunities to come into school and support various groups in
their endeavours to ensure that our tamariki are given the best possible chance to succeed. These groups
are voluntary but the work they do is invaluable and we are often looking for more support and help in these
areas. There is a Junior Playground Meeting on Wednesday 30 May at 6.45 p.m. in the staff room - this
is a community project and will only succeed if our parents volunteer to help, so please make an effort to
support this amazing opportunity for our children. Then on the following Wednesday 6 June at 5.00 p.m.
the Whanau Group are meeting in the staff room to discuss the success and achievement of all things
Maori at Parua bay School - this meeting is open to all parents and we would love to see more faces there.
Then on Thursday 7 June, the Parents & Teachers’ Association (PTA) are meeting at 3.00 p.m. in the
staff room to discuss all manner of things relating to ultimately improving the conditions for all our
students at Parua Bay School. Please try to support our lovely parents who continually give up their time to
co-ordinate these groups.
Have a great week - I look forward to seeing some new faces at these meetings…..
Nga mihi ra
Danny Jewell
Doughnuts with Danny/coffee with Senior Leadership Team
Every Friday 8.45am – 9.30am
Come and join Danny, Hazel and Rob every Friday for a
coffee and a casual chat in our new staffroom.

Upcoming Events
Wednesday 30th May

Monday 4th June

Yr 5-8 Assembly 2pm (every fortnight on odd weeks)
Understanding Children’s Behaviour Parent Workshop 1.30-3pm
Transitioning to School Evening 6-7pm
Junior Playground Meeting 6.45-7.45pm – Everyone welcome!
Yr 0-4 Assembly 9am (every fortnight on odd weeks)
Doughnuts with Danny – 8.45am (every Friday)
Frankfurters $1 & ice blocks $1 (order at the office)
Queen’s Birthday (public holiday school closed)

Tuesday 5th June

Yr 4-6 Winter Sports

Wednesday 6th June
Thursday 7th June

Whole school Assembly (every fortnight on even weeks)
Whanau Group Meeting 5.00pm
PTA Meeting 3-4pm

Tuesday 19th June

Cross Country

Thursday 21st June

Paid Union Meeting – collect children at 12.30pm if possible, buses will run as usual

Tuesday 26th June

Rooms 1 & 2 Heritage Park Trip

Wednesday 27th June

Rooms 3, 4 & 10 Heritage Park Trip

Thursday 5th July

PTA Meeting 3-4pm

Friday 6th July

Last Day of Term 2

Friday 1st June

JUNIOR PLAYGROUND MEETING
Wednesday 30th May at 6.45pm
In the School staffroom for all parents who are wanting
to help out with the Junior Playground Community Project.

Thursday 21st June 2018
Paid Union Meeting – if possible collect children by 12.30pm
Buses will run as normal

Understanding Children's Behaviour Whanau Workshop
Wednesday 30th May 1.30-3pm - PBS Staff Room
Run by Branka Vasilic MOE Psychologist
The brain is a complex organ, but advances in research have made it much easier for us to study how the brain
works. Neuroscience has highlighted that our brain is constantly shaped by what we think and do. This is
proving to be a great tool for understanding how we can change children's behaviour positively. This workshop
will explore how to help our children learn more positive behaviours and how to better cope with the regular
life stressors that affect their behaviour.
Whanau Welcome.....

Senior Camp Fundraiser
Friday 1st June ‘Frankfurters’ $1 and Ice Blocks $1
Order at the office.

School App – This has been upgraded so please delete the original app and download
the new version.

Pizzas

Every Thursday from Smith & Local – Cheese, Cheese & Ham, Salami $5.00
order at the office before 9am.
PLEASE NOTE – WE DO NOT take orders for fast foods, these need to be ordered
at the Bakery.

A BIG THANK YOU TO Danny De Graaf
(First National Real Estate) who kindly
donated $200.00 to our school.

PTA FunRaiser
Tickets are on sale now! To enable this event to take place we need to sell 120 tickets
before 6th June. Please invite family and friends to come along to support our Ladies
Movie Night FunRaiser.

YUMMY STICKERS – Keep collecting these stickers or bags with cut-out labels
and drop them off to the office. Well done Tegan Costello for returning a
completed sheet!

School Survey review - Extra-curricular activities.
Last year the Board of Trustees decided to publicly address five issues that arose from the
community survey. This examination of extra-curricular activities and how they are being
implemented at Parua Bay School is the fifth and last of these reviews.
This article is in response to the statement: “Parua Bay School provides a good range of extracurricular activities.” Of the 114 responses received; 7.89% strongly agreed, 42.98% agreed,
29.82% were neutral, 12.28% disagreed, 5.26% strongly disagreed and 1.75% didn’t know. Over
the last four parent school surveys the number of replies that have strongly agreed/agreed
ranged between 68% and 58%.
Of the 114 responses to the extra-curricular question there were 20 comments. Many of these
comments questioned the existence of extra-curricular activities, focussed on sports occurring
outside of the school setting or commented on the lack of opportunities for music. These
comments and the overall survey results have made this topic, an area for further investigation.
For the school, extra-curricular activities are important to the development of our students.
Clubs and groups foster independence and help to develop a sense of responsibility outside of the
classroom setting. A range of options also help students to explore new challenges and experience
new areas of interest. The benefits of trying new activities may also help young minds to find
something that they enjoy outside of traditional subjects. This review addresses whether Parua
Bay School is providing our students with these opportunities.
After exploring what was available to students, the following points were evident. Firstly, there
is an expectation that every teacher in the school runs one extra-curricular activity, within the
school year. Every teacher has unique skills and interests and this is reflected by some of the
extra-curricular groups that are available. Last term the enviro club, junior whanau sport, art,
kapa haka and senior whanau sport ran from Monday to Thursday. This term the same clubs or
groups are taking place with the addition of a senior choir and the coding club. A music curriculum
is being developed currently and should be implemented in the near future.
The school production is taking place this year and should provide a number of opportunities for
our students to practice and develop their performance skills. This environment epitomises the
benefits of providing extra-curricular activities in schools.
There is always room for improvement, but as the current list of extra-curricular activities
highlights, the school is providing opportunities for our students, outside of the classroom. The
second half of the year will provide more opportunities for teachers to display their skills and
interests in the shape of different groups and clubs.

HANGI FOR HOCKEY - $10
ENROLLING NOW FOR TERM 2
PROVIDING THE WHANGAREI HEADS AND
ONERAHI AREAS WITH GYMNASTICS FOR ALL
FROM PRESCHOOLERS TO ADULTS, BOYS AND
GIRLS, WE HAVE CLASSES TO SUIT ALL AGES
AND ABILITIES INCLUDING TUMBLING AND
ADULT GYM AND CONDITIONING
FOR CLASS TIMES AND INFORMATION OR TO
ARRANGE A TRY OUT FOR THE COMPETITIVE
SQUAD PLEASE CONTACT CORINNE AT
hannah@fantasticgymnastics.co.nz
or visit us at FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/fantasticgymnasticsNZ/

PBS HOCKEY TEAM IS COOKING A HANGI
TO FUNDRAISE FOR AIMS GAMES
PARUA BAY ART CRAFT & FOOD SHOW
QUEENS BIRTHDAY MONDAY 4 JUNE 9-3PM
TO PRE ORDER PLEASE CONTACT CORINNE
ON 02102995457

HUNDERTWASSER ART CENTRE Invites you to
join them on Saturday 2nd June 10.30am – 2pm
for music, fun, celebration and to hear some
VERY BIG NEWS. For more information
contact Pam Tothill 021606784 or
pam.tothill@gmail.com.

Northland Badminton
Centre
Junior Club Tuesday & Thursday
4-5.30pm (Secondary)
Friday 3.3o0– 5pm (Primary)
Contact Aaron Spence
0272741145/4389675
office@northlandbadminton.co.nz

FOUND
2x Kayak paddles found in
Little Munroe Bay in school
Holidays. For more
information contact
0210690697
Are you looking for a fun,
empowering and exciting
opportunity for your daughter?
GirlGuiding NZ could be what
you’re looking for!
Whangarei Heads Guide Club
is for girls aged 5-12.5 and
meet on a Wednesday night.
Get in touch for more
information! Contact Jessica
at jessica.parr@girlguidingnz.o
rg.nz or 0800 22 22 92 ext
771.

