Parua Bay School
“Together Navigating our Learning”

Newsletter – 28th November 2018

Term 4, Week 7

Kia ora koutou whanau
Entering the final third of this term and it’s business as usual at Parua Bay School, with a whole host
of different activities and opportunities on offer for the students and the community. The junior school
athletics last week was a huge success - the weather played its part and many parents came along
to see the tamariki compete in a diverse range of sporting activities. Judging by the excited faces of
the children, they all had a fabulous time. Looking ahead to the next couple of weeks, our elite
athletes will get the chance to compete against the very best students in Whangarei at the
Kensington athletics stadium. I look forward to seeing some of the parents at these days supporting
our children to do their best. The Year 7/8 athletics at Kensington is on Wednesday 28 November
(this week), whilst the Year 4-6 athletics day is on Wednesday 5 December.
Some of you may have read in the media about the school in Auckland (Silverdale, I think) who are
cancelling their Prize Giving Day for various reasons. Whilst, at first, the reasons seemed quite
compelling, on reflection, there are as many reasons to continue with this traditional practice. Prize
Giving Day is more than just awarding prizes to the top academics; many of our prizes are for
progress, citizenship, “most improved”, cultural leadership, sports and environmental awards, the “4
Rs Values” awards and Key Competencies awards, leaving only a small proportion of prizes for our
top academics. Then there’s the argument “Why should we leave out our best academic achievers?”
In a cross country race we don’t label them all as first equal, in a talent competition the judges don’t
give them all a prize for being equally talented. The list goes on for all competitive arenas: A.I.M.s
Games, athletics sports, swimming, Mathex, wearable art. There needs to be winners so that those
that don’t win will have something to aspire to, so that lessons can be learned about winning with
humility and losing graciously and also to build resilience and a sense of reality. Parua Bay School
will continue to run with Prize Giving ceremonies, and we look forward to welcoming you all to
celebrate all the children’s achievements at both of these events at the end of term.
Finally, there have been ongoing discussions and planning meetings with the Ministry of Education
regarding the next phase of building at Parua Bay School. All going to plan, building should
commence on the 8 classroom block and library sometime next year. These are extremely exciting
times to be involved in education at Parua Bay - with any luck, all the building works will be
completed in time to celebrate the school’s 150th Anniversary in 2022. So we need to prepare
ourselves for disruption over the next few years, ensuring we always keep our “eyes on the prize”,
which will be a showcase school with state of the art classrooms and fabulous teachers.
I look forward to catching up with some of you at rippa rugby or athletics over the next two weeks.
Nga mihi ra
Danny Jewell

UPCOMING EVENTS

Thursday 29th November

 Y5/6 Rippa Rugby – selected students only

Friday 30th November

 Y7/8 Challenge at Ngunguru – selected students only
 Y0-4 Assembly – 9.00pm

Monday 3rd -7th December

 Y7-8 Camp

Monday 3rd December

 Rooms 6 & 7 Surf Trip

Tuesday 4th December

 Rooms 5 & 8 Surf Trip

Wednesday 5th December

Wednesday 12th December








Thursday 13th -14th December

 Hub Marae Trip

Wednesday 19th December

 Junior Prizegiving 1-2pm
 Senior Prizegiving 6-7.30pm
 Last day of Term 4

Tuesday 11th December

Thursday 20th December

Y4-6 WPSSA Athletics – Selected students
Whole school Assembly 2.00pm
Michael Van de Elzen 6pm
VIP Morning Tea 10.30-11.30am
BOT Meeting 6-8pm
Y5-8 Assembly 2pm

School Photos
Last week to order, all photos must be ordered by Sunday 2nd December to receive free
delivery. If you have misplaced the shootkey please contact the office. To view and order
photos visit www.photolife.co.nz

Sausage Sizzle & Ice Blocks
Every Friday – order at Room 11 before 9:00am
Sausage Sizzle $2 Ice Blocks $1

Cookbook Tour with Michael Van de Elzen
Wednesday 5th December 6pm
The PTA are excited to have been selected to host the Good From Scratch Kids Cookbook
Tour with Michael Van de Elzen on Wednesday 5th Dec at 6pm in the school hall, for just a
gold coin donation. Please come along to watch and learn from one of New Zealand's
leading chefs demonstrations his culinary skills. His focus is on healthy nutrition for the
whole family. For more information visit https://spaces.hightail.com/space/o5ZoWZGPl2

Are you able to help?
PBS is looking at expanding our play area to include some inventive play/hut making/building
in a small bush area besides the field. If you have any of the following materials we would
appreciate the help. We are after: bamboo; tyres; wooden pallets; wood.
Please report to the office if you are able to bring in any items.

The TVNZ2 Show ‘Fanimals’ is coming to Whangarei early
next month and we are looking for 10-14 year olds to be
involved in the ‘Farmyard Olympics’ segment. To film these
stories we require 50 metres of flat land in a rural setting
(this would usually be a farm or lifestyle block) and three
children (aged 10-14), each with a different sort of animal.
The children may be siblings, relations, neighbours and/or
friends. To see what we mean, please
visit www.heihei.nz and go to ‘Fanimals’ then ‘Farmyard
Olympics’.
If you or someone you know are interested, please send a
short introduction of the child / children and animal/s as
soon as possible to: erica.blatchford@whitebaitmedia.com.

Whangarei Boys High School
PTA Uniform Sale
ONE DAY ONLY - 23rd January 2019 5pm –
7pm
Polos, Shorts, Jackets & Much more - lots of
sizes to choose from
Ranging from $2 -$30
Location: Whangarei Boys High School Hall

